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M. Dietrich utilizes this assignment is COM 41000:  Gender roles and communication

Unit one project:  survey project

Purposes

The purpose of the unit project is to summarize your ideas, perspectives, and findings, about gender communication.  More specifically, per the syllabus, the unit project serves the following purposes:

· To demonstrate awareness of diverse perspectives.

· To be a competent reader, speaker, writer, and listener.

· Communicate competently (effectively, appropriately, ethically) interpersonally and/or in groups.

· To understand the influence of sexist communication on thoughts and behaviors.
· To recognize sexist practices in interpersonal, family, organizational and mediated contexts.
· To value equality and fairness for men and women.

General information
· This survey project will require some preparation; therefore, start early.  

· Disclaimer:  Although, this assignment follows the basic guidelines for conducting research; students should understand that there is much more to completing a research project than what is presented within this assignment.  In fact, students should expect to learn much more about conducting/presenting research in an upper-level research methods course (i.e. COM 30300:  Introduction to communication research methods).  For more information about how to create surveys and present data, please refer to the following link:  http://speech.ipfw.edu/survey/surveyinfo.html.

Directions

· Complete the following steps for the survey project:

a. Identify a question relevant to unit one that you would like to answer.  (Please refer to the suggestions in next section.)
b. Create a survey with relevant questions.  (The minimum number of questions on this survey is five.  After the survey is completed it is strongly suggested that the survey is piloted.  What this means:  Before going on to the next step, distribute your survey to a few relevant participants to make sure the wording of the questions makes sense, the questions measure what you want them to measure, etc.)
c. Determine the participants and distribute your surveys.  (The minimum number of participants is twenty.  Remember:  the surveys should only be distributed to relevant participants.  For example, if your initial question in part “a” is seeking information about women’s feelings towards the feminist movements, then the surveys should only be distributed to women.)
d. Summarize the results and directly compare the results to your initial question in letter “a”.  
i. Summarize the results from the questions.

ii. Provide a direct answer to the initial question.

iii. Compare your results to the information within Ivy’s textbook.  For example, did the project’s results support or contradict the information within the textbook?
e. After you compare your results to your initial question, identify at least two insightful points/conclusions that you gleaned from this survey project.
· Simply address the above components.  This project does not need to be structured as an APA paper.  More specifically, a title page, abstract, introduction, conclusion, and references page are not required with this assignment.  To see how this project needs to be structured, please refer to the sample project found beneath the grading criteria.
· Submit your project as a Microsoft Word attachment in the “Unit one project” section of Blackboard before 5:00 P.M. on Friday 9/7/2012.  In an effort to ensure proper format, your project must be submitted as a Microsoft Word (either .doc or .docx) attachment.  Do not merely submit the assignment as a copy-and-paste into the assignment box.
· Double check to make sure the assignment was successfully submitted.
Possible suggestions (see part three letter “a” in the above directions)

· Pages 10-11:  Do women feel alienated by the feminist movements?
· Pages 12-14:  Do men feel that their lives have been affected by women’s movements?
· Pages 23-24:  Do IPFW students (or students at your “home” institution) understand the difference between “sex” and “gender”?
· Pages 25-26:  Are heterosexist attitudes present at IPFW (or your “home” institution)?
· Page 28:  Do people that believe in equality avoid labeling themselves “feminists”?
· Pages 27-30:  Do IPFW students (or students at your “home” institution) stereotype feminists?
Grading criteria

You may earn a maximum of 50 points on the unit one project.

· 5 possible points:  The question was clearly labeled and appropriate for the unit.

· 5 possible points:  The survey was appropriate and thorough.

· 5 possible points:  The participants were appropriate.  The explanation of how and when the participants were obtained was thorough.

· 5 possible points:  All of the results were summarized.

· 5 possible points:  The initial question was clearly and directly answered.

· 5 possible points:  The project’s results were clearly and directly compared to the information within Ivy’s textbook.

· 10 possible points:  At least two insightful points/conclusions were provided.

· 5 possible points:  Overall assignment quality (i.e. organization, spelling, grammar, etc.). 
· 5 possible points:  The assignment was submitted as a Microsoft Word attachment (either .doc or .docx) via the “Unit one project” assignment link.

Sample project

(Name)

Unit one project:  survey project

a. Question:  Do IPFW students stereotype feminists?  This question is based on information presented on pages 27-30 of the textbook.

b. Survey questions:

1. What is your class standing?

A. Freshman

B. Sophomore

C. Junior

D. Senior

E. Other ________________________

2. What is your sex?

A. Male

B. Female

3. Only women can be feminists.
A. Strongly agree

B. Agree

C. Undecided

D. Disagree

E. Strongly disagree

4. When I hear the word “feminists” I picture masculine women burning their bras.

A. Strongly agree

B. Agree

C. Undecided

D. Disagree

E. Strongly disagree 

5. I think feminists promote the notion that women are socially, politically, and economically superior to men.
A. Strongly agree

B. Agree

C. Undecided

D. Disagree

E. Strongly disagree 

6. When I hear the word “feminists” I picture man-hating women.
A. Strongly agree

B. Agree

C. Undecided

D. Disagree

E. Strongly disagree

7. Most feminists are lesbians.
A. Strongly agree

B. Agree

C. Undecided

D. Disagree

E. Strongly disagree

c. Participants and distribution of survey:  (This section of the project needs to be specific:  I distributed the surveys to [# of people], at [location:  i.e. medium sized state university in the Midwest, a small privately owned company, etc.] between [the dates of].  For example…)  I distributed the surveys to 25 students in my English W233 class at IPFW on 9/4/2012.  

d. Summarize all of the results, and compare my results to the initial question in “a”:  

i. Summarize the results from the questions.  
1. What is your class standing?

A. Freshman:  4
B. Sophomore:  15
C. Junior:  4
D. Senior:  2
E. Other ________________________:  0
2. What is your sex?

A. Male:  11
B. Female:  14
      Questions three through seven measured one item; therefore, the results were 

      simply added together.
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ii. Provide a direct answer to the initial question.

· (Provide a direct answer.  Then, explain what specifically led you to that conclusion.  For example…)  Do IPFW students stereotype feminists?  Yes, IPFW students stereotype feminists.  What led me to that answer was…(and explain how you arrived at that answer).
iii. Compare your results to the information within Ivy’s textbook.  For example, did the project’s results support or contradict the information within the textbook?

· (Identify a specific quote with page number from the textbook, and then explain how the project’s results supported or contradicted the statement/s.  For example…)  The project’s results support the information within the textbook.  More specifically, according to page 28 of Ivy’s textbook, feminists are stereotyped as, “angry, radical, bra-burning, man-hating, humorless, masculine women storming out of the National Organization for Women (NOW) headquarters to try to gain superiority over men”.  (Then, clearly explain how the project’s results supported this statement.)
e. At least two insightful points/conclusions:  (A few areas to consider could include, but are not limited to the following:  Did any specific demographics of the participants influence your results?  Why?  If you were to repeat this research, what survey questions would you omit?  Why?  If you were to repeat this research, what additional survey questions would you include?  Why?  What could you do with these results?  Etc.). 
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